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Assignment 14: Assessments for Lesson
Unit Objective: At the end of this unit, students will be able to: 

· Present information on a famous scientist and his or her impact on the development of science and possible future developments from this scientist’s contributions. 

Lesson Objective: At the end of this lesson the student will be able to: 

· Create a series of questions about a famous scientist that will guide him or her through a unit of research.
Assessments:

Students will be complete a graphic organizer web of questions relating to their topic. This web will be evaluated using a rubric. Students will extend their knowledge by being evaluated by a conference with the science teacher, intervention specialist, or school library media specialist (SLMS).  


The graphic organizer web or diagram will be created using either MS Word or Inspiration to create a model of questions that will be answered through the presentation being created.  The product produced should lay a foundation for the outline of the presentation.   The students’ graphic organizer webs will be evaluated using the following rubric: 

	Criteria
	0 points
	2 points
	4 points

	Scientist Identification
	No scientist is clearly identified as the main topic of the web. 
	Scientist is mentioned in the web but is not the focus or focal point.  OR 
There is more then one scientist that could be the main topic.
	One scientist is clearly the main topic and is located at a focal point or focus of the web (either in the center or at the top depending on the web’s structure). 

	Web arrangement
	The web’s organization is random and chaotic.
	The web’s organization structure is not applicable with the type of research being done.  OR 

The web could not be used as an outline for the project because it is missing key components. 
	The web’s organization structure is easily understood and forms a coherent outline for the project. 

	Questions 
	No questions were inserted into the web. OR 

Questions do not relate to the main topic. 
	Questions are related to topic but do not answer the question as to what this scientist contributed to the scientific body of knowledge. OR
There are too few questions to create a worthwhile research unit. 


	Questions are on topic and relate to the larger body of knowledge that this scientist influenced AND there are enough questions to create a presentation of 10 to 12 slides. 

	Format 
	Web was not created using Word or Inspiration
	Web was created using Word or Inspiration, but the quality of work shows little competence with the software (i.e. items are not spaced aesthetically; changes to color, font, arrows, and hidden notes features have not been utilized.) 
	Web was created using Word or Inspiration and shows competence with the  software (i.e. advanced features are present such as color, font, or arrow changes, and/or hidden notes feature is used). 

	Mechanics
	Web has 5 or more grammatical or spelling errors. 
	Web has between 2 to 4 grammatical or spelling errors. 
	Web has less than 2 grammatical or spelling errors. 



Post-Assessment Conference: Since this lesson and assessment lay the foundation for the research project, the SLMS or classroom teacher will meet with students for a conference. In the conference, the student will explain how he or she plans to go about searching for the information necessary to complete this task, how they will evaluate this information, and finally how they will present this information.  Each of these criteria will be ranked by the teacher or SLMS as either acceptable or not acceptable based on whether it will lead the student to a high quality final product. If an item is not acceptable then the student would be engaged in a dialogue with the teacher until an acceptable answer is reached. For example, a student states that he will use Google exclusively and will take the first ten results as his only ten resources of information. Since one of the requirements of the final project is that at least half of the resources are to come from subscription databases, the SLMS responds with alternatives using subscription databases that the school has access to.  The student then indicates that he will use the paid subscription databases first then Google afterwards to find his resources. 

 Also, in the conference, if the graphic organizer is not acceptable, the student will be instructed on how to improve the web’s design to meet the goal of completing the presentation. The student would then re-create or correct (depending on the severity of the problems) the web and re-submit it and go through the conferencing assessment at that time.  

Defense Paragraph: 

Three different assessments are utilized in this assessment process in order to ensure that students understand the process they are beginning and to correct any misunderstandings. First, students are asked to create a graphic organizer which will eventually serve as their outline for their presentation. This also serves to engage students in questioning which is the first step of the Research Cycle.  The rubric assists students and teachers in being able to understand what the final product is to look like. Since students will be required to redo the graphic organizer until it is correct, it is important that students know what a correct web would consist of. The 4-point column of the rubric explains this for both the teachers and students. Finally, a post-conference will be an important gateway for students because it allows for them to interact on an individual basis with one of the collaborating teachers, and explain where they are going next in the unit and get immediate feedback on the validity of their plan.  As each student is doing a different topic, it is important to do this using conferencing assessment to ensure that students will start on the right track. All three of these assessment techniques are designed to assist students in initiating a presentation that will lead to less frustration and higher quality presentations. 
