Waste Not, Want Not 

1. After three days, organize into small groups and review journals with group members.  Discuss the similarities and differences between the information kept in the journals.  Also, compare the number of people in the household versus the amount of waste generated per day.  Assume that the amount of trash your household generates per day is a multiple of the amount that you throw away daily.

2. Create your own data table (and attach to this handout) to classify the waste in your journal according to:  

a. Types and amounts of wastes;

b. Amount of the waste that is recyclable;

c. Amount of waste that is pre-separated from other waste so that it will be recycled;

d. Amount of the waste that is composed of recycled materials (based on best information available);

e. Reasons some types of wastes are recyclable and others are not.

3. Create a graph that depicts the amounts and types of waste produced using the class data.

4. Determine where your community disposes the garbage it generates.  Poll the students to determine how many recycle.  Discuss why they think recycling should be done.

5. Investigate the garbage disposal/recycling alternatives available at the local, county and state levels.  Relate the waste disposal to population growth, resource use and the capacity of technology to solve disposal problems.  Use questions including the following to guide his or her research.

a. How is the system managed?

b. How is the system paid for?

c. What is the life expectancy of this method of disposal?

d. How is this life expectancy determined?

e. Identify some problems with disposing of plastics in a landfill.

f. How has the population growth in the community affected the management of this system?

g. What regulations govern the disposal system?

h. What alternatives are available?

i. What standards are in place to determine if a waste can be accepted?

j. What, if any, kinds of recycling programs are in place? 

k. How much out-of-area waste is accepted?

6. Discuss impacts of a life expectancy of a landfill.  Focus the ideas on such concerns as location, economics, land availability and management.  

a. How does population distribution and population growth affect a community’s ability to manage the waste disposal? Be specific. 

b. What impact will over-consumption have on a landfill? Be specific. 

