Trash Activity
Name: ___________________________________________ Score: _____/50
This activity is due on or before _____________________________________
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Become Dr.

Trash! Perform this)
experiment and find|

out what nature
reoyoles.

What you need:

+ a large container, like a milk
carton or a glass jar

soil

a piece of fiuit or vegetable

a small piece of plastic, such as
a plastic fork or part of a broken
toy

a piece of newspaper

one stick of gum (chewed)

What you do:

Put soil in the jar until it is 1/3
full.

Put in the fruit, the plastic, the
paper and the gum.

Cover them with soil and
sprinkle it with water,

Check the soil regularly and
add water when it becomes dry.
After three weeks, empty the
contents of the jar onto open
sheets of newspaper.

Observe the results carefully
and consider these questions...
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Stuff to think about:

1. Which materials broke down
into smaller pieces? Which did
10t?

2. How much of these materials
do you suppose your family
threw out in the three weeks?

3. Find out where your trash goes
now. Does it go into a landfill?

4. Find out how much longer city
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officials expect this landfill to
last.

If you dug ten feet down info a
landfill what would you expect
to find?

How might an increase in
people in your neighborhood
affect the local landfill?

Do you think landfills will
keep getting bigger in the
future?

What would we need to do fo
stop landfills from getting
bigger?

In the future what do you think
your family will be throwing
into a landfill?





Waste Log

	Date
	Waste—Name each item of waste individually. 
	Mass

Unit = _____

Amount of waste may not be the original mass printed on the container
	Could this item be recycled? 

Y = yes

N = no
	Where did the waste go?

 L = Landfill

C = Compost

S = Sewer

R=recyclable
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Answers to questions on the front page. 

1. ___________________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________________

4. ___________________________________________________________

5. ___________________________________________________________

6. ___________________________________________________________

7. ___________________________________________________________

8. ___________________________________________________________

9. ___________________________________________________________
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